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Grantee 3.

Organization Name: Ganghwa Citizen Network
Project Title: 2020 Crane School

1. Background

Ganghwa Citizen Network felt a strong necessity to protect and promote awareness of all waterbirds
of mudflats and wetlands and is conducting activities to protect Black-faced Spoonbills, Cranes, and
the Plovers. Since then, it has recognized the relationship of numerous waterbirds, including Black-
faced Spoonbills, and has focused on the CEPA project, including the "Visiting Ecology Class" for
teenagers. The project aims to expand the waterbirds conservation movement by providing an
opportunity to learn about the ecological characteristics, including the survey of cranes, and
encouraging families to participate together.

2. Implementation

The crane school was scheduled to operate mainly on field education, but the pandemic limited on-
site activities, so they were replaced with “Crane Package” activities for active participants to carry
out the activities at home following video instructions. The training for participants was conducted by
developing four kinds of crane related activities, including "Crane Shadow Activity", "Crane Dice-
Bingo", "Creating Crane Bed Lamp", and "Crane Dice-Bingo Game"“. The participants were satisfied
with the activities using these tools. After the winter Cranes leave Ganghwa mudflats, mature Black-
faced Spoonbills fly in. This led to the final event, the ‘Loach Releasing Event’ to protect the Black-
faced Spoonbill and enhance the biodiversity of rice paddies, which are home to the Black-faced
Spoonbills.

3. Results
As a result of Crane monitoring, average of 32 cranes of seven groups were observed at Ganghwa
mudoflats, and their visit to an isolated island (Hangsan Island) located on the southern east mudflats
of Ganghwa Island as their sleeping spot. All 21 families who participated were satisfied with the
‘Crane Package’. The 2020 Crane School Program for the biodiversity enhancement of the habitat for
Black-faced Spoonbills and other waterbirds finished well with the participating families’ first field
experience in the warm days of spring.
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